LESSON #71  (6-28-12) 
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MORE DISTORTIONS OF FAITH: 

The following notes under this heading are taken from the 2 Peter notes that were made in March of 2008. They are repeated here because they are pertinent to this "Getting The Gospel Right" series.
1) “FAITH GIVEN BY GOD FOR SALVATION” distortion. How to handle James 2 . . . Faith without works is dead  and John 2 arguments.

2) “THE LAW OF FAITH” distortion: 

"Faith that is strong enough will bring about whatever we want." Kenneth Hagin says God revealed to him that even the ungodly can receive miracles by developing “the law of faith.”  Of course, if believing something will happen causes it to happen, then who needs God?  It would be as though men themselves have become gods.  TBC Sept. 1992 [Remember the book, The Secret”?]
Norman Vincent Peal:  “Your unconscious mind... [has a] power that turns wishes into realities when the wishes are strong enough.” He continued, “Just as there exist scientific techniques for the release of atomic energy, so are there scientific procedures for the release of spiritual energy....God is energy.”  

Faith is not a magic power we aim at God to get Him to bless our plans.  We walk by faith. However, faith is not a power to aim at God to get blessings from Him.   
Robert Schuller says, "it’s destructive of the gospel to call anyone a sinner," and declares, “You don’t know what power you have within you! ... You can make the world into anything you choose.”  TBC Sept. 1992
Kenneth Hagin says God revealed to him that even the ungodly can get miracles by developing “the law of faith.”  TBC Sept. 1992
3)   "BELIEVERS ONLY NEED TO LIVE BY FAITH", they don’t need to be bothered about all of that doctrinal stuff." It is often asked, “Can’t we just live for Christ, love everyone and not be so concerned about doctrine?” However, we live by faith, and faith must have an object. What one believes and in Whom one believes determines one’s life both now and for eternity. 

No matter how loving and exemplary one’s conduct, if it is not founded on God’s truth, there is no stability or reward.  

Caution: We dare not merely mouth doctrine, but must live it. Truth held in the head and expressed only in words but not in deeds is hypocrisy. On the other hand, love without truth is sentimentality. 

One can be as clear as crystal on doctrine but just as cold and hard as crystal. However, that some are pushy and un-lovingly preach doctrinal correctness to others while failing to live it themselves does not change the fact that sound doctrine is the only basis for true Christian living.

4)   “FAITH TEACHERS” and their “SEED OF FAITH” How did this pagan idea get into the church? It was invented by Oral Roberts in the early fifties, as he explains in his book The Miracle of Seed-Faith (p 6). 

The “faith teachers” who use this same money-raising technique learned it from him. TBC Jan. 1987  

These false prophets promise a “hundredfold return” for offerings sent to them. TBC Feb. 1995
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Kenneth Hagan: “Seed faith has brought us great prosperity; and healings abound among us because of faith in our faith.”   TBC Sept. 1992

On TBN, with Paul and Jan Crouch nodding approval, Copeland declared: 

“Faith is a force just like electricity or gravity...we are a class of gods.”  TBC June 1993
John Avanzini is the fundraiser Paul and Jan Crouch have found most effective and love to use on TBN.  He claims that Jesus was rich and that all Christians should be also.  Here’s the formula: for every dollar given to a ministry endorsed by Avanzini, God returns to the donor $100. Avanzini had nearly 20,000 people signed up! but of course it is not biblical to “give in order to get”.  Peter warned that in the last days, false prophets would “with feigned words make merchandise of you,” 2 Pt 2:3,  is coming true before our eyes.  TBC Jan. 1987

The insincere throng of signs-and-wonders seekers of Christ’s day has its modern counterpart 
in the huge crowds attracted by “miracle crusades” and televangelists promising prosperity for “seed faith offerings”.  During the last fifty years, those most susceptible to the schemes of religious charlatans were professing Christians who had an affinity for spiritual experiences rather than sound doctrine. They were usually found among the Pentecostals and Charismatics. Most thoughtful, doctrine-conscious Christians seemed to be immune to the “seed faith” come-ons of an Oral Roberts or the blasphemous “Holy Spirit” power displays of a Benny Hinn, two leaders among a host of other “signs and wonders” promoters. TBC Feb. 2005

5)  “WORD OF FAITH“  Hundreds of millions of dollars from sincere but deceived Christians have poured into the ministries of numerous “faith teachers,” making them wealthy. This “way of Balaam” is the shameful root of the entire positive confession movement with its seductively popular “prosperity gospel.” This false teaching panders to the basest human lust for riches: “Jesus was rich, therefore His followers must be rich. ” 
Kenneth Hagin: says that to drive an old car instead of a new Cadillac isn’t being humble, that’s being ignorant [of God’s laws of prosperity].”  Frederick Price agrees: “I drive a Rolls Royce...following Jesus’ steps.”  (On his “Ever Increasing Faith” program, TBN, 12/9/90).

Paul Yonggi Cho, pastor of the world’s largest church, in Seoul, Korea. declares, “You create the presence of Jesus with your mouth....He is bound by your lips and by your words....”  TBC Sept. 1992

6)   “POINT OF CONTACT FAITH” Televangelists reach their hands out and ask those in the TV audience who want prayer for healing or prosperity to put a hand on theirs on the TV screen and “agree” for an answer from God. They call this a “point of contact”  W.V/ Grant has sent out an outline of his feet for recipients to stand upon as the “point of contact.” Oral Roberts sent the outline of his hand to his followers to place their hands upon as the “point of contact.”
This serious error comes from a misunderstanding of Christ’s statement, 

Mt 18:19  . . .  That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. TBC Sept. 1995
7)    “FAITH PROMISE” My church is raising funds by a “faith promise.” The promise to give what one doesn’t have and can’t afford is supposed to allow God the opportunity to supply it. 

Question: Isn’t this presumption and pressuring people? Praising the “faithful” who miraculously got the right amount, the pastor shames those whose “faith” has failed. They feel condemned and even go into debt sometimes to live up to the pastor’s expectations. 
Is this biblical? 
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Answer: The so-called “faith promise” is neither taught nor practiced in Scripture but is a pressure tactic invented by men. The words “faith” and “promise” occur together in the same thought only eight times in the Bible: Romans 4:13,14,16,20; Galatians 3:14,22; Hebrews 11:9,39. In each case, God is the one making the promise, and the faith referred to is our trust in Him. 

“Faith Promise” describes a technique for persuading people to pledge more than they otherwise would if they had to give it immediately. Many churches and ministries on radio and TV use it. While we cannot judge hearts, we can judge the method of giving by Scripture, and it fails the test.  There is an old saying that echoes the Bible’s teaching: “Where God guides, He provides.”   TBC July 2002
8)  FALSE CLAIMS BASED ON HAVING ENOUGH FAITH: like Health and Wealth.  

Many believers believe the lies that becoming a Christian will bring one health and wealth. 

“It says that if you’re a Christian, you’ll be blessed and lead a triumphant Christian life. If you love Jesus and have enough faith (“enough faith” is the one qualifier that gets the preacher/ promiser off the hook), you’ll enjoy health, wealth, and success . . . Worship services have become a pious form of •entertainment. Applause has replaced the Amen corner. Guest stars are given spots to tell how Christ has given them success.”    Vol. 86: Review and Expositor, H. Steven Shoemaker, 1989 (3) (409). Louisville, KY: Review and Expositor.
"What this religion promises is unbelievable. Its favorite verse is 3 John 1:2: “I wish above all that you would prosper and be in health.” It turns that simple blessing into a blank check that God gives us to endorse anything we want to— as long as we ask “believing.” We are told to “put in our orders” to God, to ask for everything from houses to diamond rings, to healing, to promotions. (That method works best for T.V. preachers who make their requests known not only to God but also before millions of viewers—and it is we viewers who most often end up answering their prayers.) . . . God wants the best and works for the best for all his children, but Jesus did not promise us fancy houses or diamond rings. He talked more about giving up things like that than getting them. A theology of glory is the perfect religion for a nation bent on military superiority, fascinated with game shows and lotteries and get rich quick schemes. It is quite different from the religion of Jesus.”  Ibid 

Romans 8:28   For we know that God works everything together for good (not goods)
“A pernicious and dangerous teaching is stalking our land. It has filtered into evangelical communication and thinking more than we realize. Unfortunately we have exported it to Europe and the third world where it has brought dissension and even schism. I am referring to what we may call “the gospel of greed.” It is the prosperity gospel, health and wealth theology, the grab it and get it, name it and claim it, God is for our gain message which has such widespread currency in our time. One of the major textbooks of the movement is Mrs. Kenneth Copeland’s God’s Will Is Prosperity."     Vol. 9: Trinity Journal Volume, David L. Larsen, 1988 (2) (209). Winona Lake, IL: Trinity Evangelical Divinity School.
“A particularly blatant and brash expression of this message has been given by the Reverend Terry in San Diego. In an extended article, The Wall Street Journal reports that “The Rev. Terry has a Gospel to Cheer the Me Generation — Affluence is Your Right —Yuppies Take Notice.” “You can have it all now! Being rich and happy doesn’t carry with it a burden of guilt. If you are poor, you’re irresponsible,” she proclaims with gusto. Her parishioners have bumper stickers reading, “Prosperity is your divine right.”   ibid
“She doesn’t believe in sin or hell. “Sin is simply self-hatred.” Her latest book is entitled How to Have More in a Have Not World. Adherents can take advantage of all kinds of seminars and workshops such as “Dressing to Win” (charge is $200 a day) conducted by a fashion 
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consultant who is also a member of the church board. He says, “My clients and Terry’s congregation want the same things… a more affluent life style and to live life more fully.”  ibid
The patently and painfully “me-first” obsession of the prosperity gospel is by no means new. The rich fool in the parable of Jesus has serious “I-trouble.” He suffers from severe “I-strain.” Look at the prominence of the first-personal pronouns: “He thought to himself, “What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops… this is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods… and I’ll say to myself…” (Luke 12:17–19) . . . Sin is the assertion of self to the exclusion of God. Hell is the ultimate and final assertion of self to the ultimate and final exclusion of God."  ibid
LESSON #72-73  (7-3 thru 7-5-12) 
“John Lennon sang, “I just believe in me, that is reality.” The crooner sang, “I’ve done it my way.” We now have on the newsstands the periodical Self. The best seller of awhile back put it boldly: Looking Out for Number One. Other book titles with religious flavoring include: Love Yourself, The Art of Learning to Love Yourself, Celebrate Yourself, You’re Better Than You Think, How to Write Your Own Ticket With God. Consider the arrogance and the depravity of these sentiments.”  Ibid
“The burgeoning of materialism in the upcoming generation is overtly the legacy of the older generation. Ivan Boesky, the Wall Street swindler, articulated the implicit premise of many when he announced to an investor’s group before he was indicted: “I think greed is healthy. I think you can be greedy and still feel good about yourself.” He was given a standing ovation. Contrast that wisdom of this world with the words of our divine Savior, “Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15).”  ibid
God is not the means to our ends. “The chief end of man is to know God and glorify him forever.” Jesus said, “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow me” (Matt 16:24). The anthropocentric corrosion of God in the “gospel of greed” is to make the everlasting God our errand boy. GOD WILL BE GOD!"  ibid
9)  HEALTH AND WEALTH GOSPEL IS OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH FAITH HEALING.
“The assumption of advocates of the “Health and Wealth Gospel” is that it is never the will of God for anyone ever to be sick. Healing comes through the exercise of faith. One must only “name it and claim it,” or “believe it and receive it.” Believers under the influence of this “Gospel” are taught to talk to the disease. The mere commanding the disease with authority to be gone is sufficient to effect the healing itself.”  Vol. 9: Trinity Journal Volume 9. 1988 (2) (166). Winona Lake, IL: Trinity Evangelical Divinity School.
10)  CALVINISM'S FALSE GOSPEL   "TULIP"
T:   TOTAL DEPRAVITY

Carries the idea of the inability to believe the gospel.

People are able to comprehend the gospel but  are unable to believe it. How is it just or right that people who  are unable to accept truth by faith are still held accountable for unbelief? They are condemned for something they are unable (not just unwilling) to do?

Faith is non-meritorious, it is not a work. It is a system of perception that everyone uses. Anyone who has faith in Jesus Christ is born again and has eternal salvation. John 3:36 

LESSON #74-75  (7-10 thru 7-12-12) 

U:   UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION 
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This falsely teaches the notion that God’s choice of those He saves is not based on any foreknowledge of them accepting the gospel.
The truth is that salvation is available to all mankind but one must receive it by believing in Christ. That is the only condition to receive eternal life.

LESSON #76-78  (7-17 thru 7-24-12) 

L:   LIMITED ATONEMENT

Calvinists believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross only for those that God chose to save.

But when He could have so easily died on the cross for all mankind, why did He choose to die for only some?  They say that God is gracious in dying for any at all. However, those who He chose not to die for certainly wouldn’t see any grace or fairness in that !
Allegation: Christ did not die on the cross for the sins of all mankind. Doctrine of limited atonement.

Assertions: 

1. If Christ died for all the sins of all mankind then every person would be saved. BUT . . .
a. This assertion doesn’t take into account man’s volitional responsibility towards the gospel.

b. No one is condemned for their sins because of Christ’s work on the cross, 2 Cor 5:19, 1 Jn 2:2.

c. Unbelievers are condemned for rejecting the free gift of eternal life by faith in Jesus.
d. They are condemned for their unbelief.
2. If He died for all the sins of all mankind then He died for their sin of unbelief as well.  BUT . . .
a. He did not die for the sin of rejecting the gospel Matt. 12:32, John 16:9. It, and it alone, is the unforgivable sin.

b. If Christ died for the sin of unbelief, there would have been no reason for God to create man in the first place.

3. If unbelief is unforgivable, then a person who believes in Jesus Christ for eternal life is still   condemned for the years he was guilty of unbelief before he accepted the gospel.  BUT. . .
This is absolute lunacy! Would Christ die on the cross to save unbelievers and then condemn them when they accepted His atonement because they were unbelievers?

4. Christ died for all the sins of all the elect.   BUT . . .
a. Would that include their previous sin of unbelief before they accept the gospel? Both the elect and non-elect are unbelievers before they accept the gospel, but Christ died only for the elect’s sin of unbelief? Is God fair, just, and  impartial, or not?

b. One is forced to believe such nonsense if he believes in the doctrine of limited atonement. God would not send His Son to die for those He had already predetermined not to save. 

5. That God does not save all proves that Christ did not die for all.   BUT . . .
a. Christ could not bear the sins of men without saving them.

b. The fact that many are in sin and Satan’s bondage proves that Christ made no ransom for them. Had He done so they would be delivered.

6. If Adam’s sin truly condemned everyone, then Christ's atonement truly saves everyone. Adam’s sin did not make condemnation possible; it condemned all men. Christ’s atonement did not make salvation possible; it saves all that God intends to save or all of the elect.  BUT . . .
See 2 Cor.5:19 again and rebuttal under point #1, Rom. 5:12 &15, 17-19. 
When Christ went to the cross, it didn't automatically save everyone. It gave everyone the chance to accept his gift. If they reject it, they aren't saved.

LESSON #79  (7-31-12)
UNLIMITED ATONEMENT VERSES
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“Human beings are incapable of fully grasping a concept such as this (limited vs. unlimited atonement). Yes, God is absolutely sovereign and knows all. Yes, human beings are called to make a genuine decision to place faith in Christ unto salvation. These two facts seem contradictory to us, but in the mind of God they make perfect sense.”  

Got Questions Ministries. (2010). Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software

Isaiah 53:6   All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.

This verse doesn’t make sense unless it is read to say that the same “all” that went astray is the “all” for whom the Lord died. 
“In the first of these statements, the general apostasy of men is declared; in the second, the particular deviation of each one; in the third, the atoning suffering of the Messiah, which is said to be on behalf of all. As the first ‘all’ is true of all men (and not just of the elect), we judge that the last ‘all’ relates to the same company.”    

Norman Douty, The Death of Christ (Irving, TX: Williams & Watrous Publishing Co., 1978),  p. 73.

Theologian Millard Erickson notes that: 
“this passage is especially powerful from a logical standpoint. It is clear that the extent of sin is universal; it is specified that every one of us has sinned. It should also be noticed that the extent of what will be laid on the suffering servant exactly parallels the extent of sin. It is difficult to read this passage and not conclude that just as everyone sins, everyone is also atoned for.”   Erickson, Christian Theology, p. 830.
Luke 2:10   But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people;
Luke 19:10   For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.
The “lost” in this verse refers to the collective whole of lost humanity,  not just to the lost elect. This is the most natural understanding of this verse.     

A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament, “Online Bible,” Online Bible Software, © 1995.

John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

What is the “world” here? Exegete B. F. Westcott tells us that the fundamental idea of KOSMOS (world) in John’s Gospel is that which “belongs to the sphere of human life as an ordered whole, considered apart from God …. the world comes to represent humanity in its fallen state, alienated from its Maker.”   B. F. Westcott, The Gospel According to St. John: The Greek Text with Introduction and Notes (London: John Murray, 1902), p. 31f.
J. C. Ryle similarly states regarding this verse:    "What Christ took away, and bore on the cross, was not the sin of certain people only, but the whole accumulated mass of all the sins of all the children of Adam…. I hold as strongly as anyone that Christ’s death is profitable to none but the elect who believe in His Name. But I dare not limit and pare down such expressions as the one before us…. I dare not confine the intention of redemption to the saints alone. Christ is for every man  … The atonement was made for all the world, though it is applied and enjoyed by none but believers."    J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on the Gospels (New York: Robert Carter, n.d.), vol. 3, pp. 61–62.
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John 3:14-15   As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15) so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. 

John 3:16   “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 

"The Greek lexicons are unanimous that 'world' here denotes humankind, not the “world of the elect.” It is critical to observe that John 3:16 cannot be divorced from the context that is set in verses 14 and 15, wherein Christ alludes to Numbers 21. In this passage Moses is seen setting up the brazen serpent in the camp of Israel, so that if 'any man' looked to it, he experienced physical deliverance. In verse 15 Christ applies the story spiritually when He says that 'whosoever' believes on the uplifted Son of Man shall experience spiritual deliverance."   Vol. 2: Chafer Theological Sem Journal, '96 (2)(6). Fountain Valley,CA: Chafer Theol Sem.
A corollary to this novel usage of “world” to mean “the elect” involves the understanding of John 3:16. Does it mean, “God so loved the elect that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever of the elect believes should not perish, but have everlasting life.”? If it does, then doesn’t it follow that God does not love the non-elect? And if that is so, then how can anyone invite a lost person to come to Christ? Perhaps Christ did not die for them, and God does not love them? One thing is for certain, no five-point Calvinist can tell a lost soul that Christ died for them.  Vol. 9: Conservative Theological Journal, '05 (27) (255). Fort Worth, TX: Tyndale Theological Seminary
"Further, as stated previously, if God does not love the non-elect, then it follows that it is His will that they reject Christ who is, after all, not sent to save them anyway. If that is true, then verses like John 3:36 are simply incoherent. Condemnation becomes a doctrine grounded in a volutanstic fiat of God that is not based in His character."  Vol. 2: Chafer Theological Seminary Journal, '96 (2) (6–7). Fountain Valley, CA: Chafer Theological Seminary
John 3:17   For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.

Commenting on this verse, Calvin said that “God is unwilling that we should be overwhelmed with everlasting destruction, because He has appointed His Son to be the salvation of the world.”  Clearly God has made the provision of salvation available to all human beings. 
John 4:42 . . . and they were saying to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world."

It is quite certain that when the Samaritans called Jesus “the Savior of the world,” they were not thinking of the world of the elect. To read such a meaning into this text would be sheer eisegesis. 

Likewise, when Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world” John 8:12, He certainly was not thinking of Himself as the Light of the world of the elect. 
“The sun in the heavens shines on all men, though some, in their folly, may choose to withdraw into dark caves to evade its illuminating rays.” 

Norman Douty, The Death of Christ (Irving, TX: Williams & Watrous Publishing Co., 1978), p. 82. 
John 12:47   If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 

Romans 5:6    For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
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"It doesn’t make much sense to read this as saying that Christ died for the ungodly among the elect. Rather the verse, read plainly, indicates that Christ died for 'all' the ungodly of the earth."  ibid
LESSON #80  (8-2-12)
Romans 5:18   So then, as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.  Regarding this verse, Calvin commented: 
“He makes this favor common to all, because it is propoundable to all, and not because it is in reality extended to all [i.e., in their experience]; for though Christ suffered for the sins of the whole world, and is offered through God’s benignity indiscriminately to all, yet all do not receive Him.”   John Calvin, Commentary on Romans (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1949), p. 211.
This sounds very much like Calvin was teaching unlimited atonement in this statement. 
"Regarding the two occurrences of the phrase 'all men' ('… just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men …'); impartial exegesis demands that the phrase must have the same extent in both clauses."     E. H. Gifford, The Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans (London, 1886), pp. 119–20.
In other words, just as all men on the earth were brought to a state of condemnation through one sin (Adam’s), so salvation was made available for all men by Christ’s death on the cross (though the reception of this salvation depends upon exercising faith in Jesus). 
2 Corinthians 5:19 . . . namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 

Christ reconciled the world to Himself on the cross by paying the penalty for all mankind, therefore, the world is reconciled to God in that sins are not held against mankind. No one is condemned for their sins, but condemnation is on those who reject God’s offer of forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ.

Although the provision of atonement is unlimited, yet the application of it is limited.

Titus 2:11    For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men . . .
The grace of God appeared on the cross which makes salvation available to all men without exception.
1 Timothy 2:3-4    This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,   4) who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

How could God desire all men to be saved if He withholds redemption through Christ from most of them? To say this refers to “all kinds of men” is simply adding to the Scriptures in order to support a presupposition. 

1 Timothy 4:10    For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers. 

“. . . the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe.” There is a clear distinction in this verse between “all men” and “those who believe.” Apparently the Savior has done something for all human beings . . . In other words, Christ has made a provision of salvation for all men, though it only becomes effective for those who exercise faith in Christ.    Erickson, Christian Theology, p. 834.
“Surely 'especially of believers' must be the elect for whom Christ is the Savior in a special way not true for “all men” in general. Thus, 'all men' can’t be the elect.' " 
What Love Is This, Dave Hunt, p. 278 
There are things in the Bible that are inscrutable, but the doctrine of unlimited atonement is not one of them.








